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“Showing up is eighty percent of life.” - Woody Allen
Tomato plants are vines.

There are two types of tomato vines: determinate and indeterminate.

e Determinate tomato vines are usually more compact (4 - 6" in my
experience). They only put on one crop of tomatoes that usually all
ripen about the same time and then the plant is finished for the year.

e Indeterminate tomato vines can get quite long (8 - 10). They flower
and produce fruit continually through the season and don't die until first
frost.

Suckering Tomatoes
e Determinates - NO!
e Indeterminates - I don’t, but it is your choice.

e Determinates - It's your choice.

e Indeterminates - It's a must! Methods include:
o Cages
o Vertical trellises
o Weaves

]
¥ Tomatoes like lots of other veggies, but I usually plant them with
aromatics, specifically basil
@ Tomatoes don’t like broccoli, cauliflower, Brussel sprouts, cabbage, kale,
or corn

Crop Rotation
Tomatoes are part of the nightshade family, so do not rotate them with others
in this category including: tomatillos, peppers, eggplant, and potatoes.




How to Choose a Variety - The Growers' Conundrum

e Heirloom Varieties - They are also known as open-pollinated (OP) varieties.
This means they are self-pollination and their seeds are true to type, so you
can save them. They possess the best flavors, but take longer to mature and
often produce poorly. (Pink Brandy Wine - favorite)

» Hybrid Varieties - They are also known as F1. They are grown when two plants
of different varieties are bred together. For this reason, their seed are not true
to type and you should not save them. While they produce in larger numbers
and are more disease resistant, their flavor is generally lacking..

Types of Leave

e Regular
* Potato

Types of Fruit

» Size - Slicers; salad size; paste; cherry, and currant.
e Shape - Globe; hips; ridges, folds, or wrinkles; pear, or oxheart
» Colors- Red, pink, orange, yellow, black, blue, or purple, green zebra

Pests and Di

e The tomato hornworm
¢ Blossom-end rot
e An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure!

Best canning varieties: Gold Marsala, San Marzano
Hay for mulching around Tomato's - non pesticides, herbicides

Companion Planting: French Marigolds, Basils






